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Abstract : This article examines the intellectual project of Mohammed Abed Al-Jabri
on the critiqgue of Arab reason from the perspective of the relationship between the
rationalist claim he advances and some of its practical applications in his reading of the
Arab-Islamic heritage. Al-Jabri attempted to analyze the epistemological structure of
Arab-Islamic culture by proposing a tripartite classification of cognitive systems:
Bayan (textual/linguistic reasoning), ‘lrfan (gnostic knowledge), and Burhan
(demonstrative reasoning). Within this framework, he called for restoring the centrality
of the demonstrative mode of reasoning as the most authentic expression of rationality
within the Islamic intellectual tradition. However, a closer examination of several of Al-
Jabri’s positions raises questions regarding the methodological consistency of this
theoretical construction, particularly with respect to the status of the Bayan system, the
notion of renewal from within the tradition, his critique of consensus (ijma‘), and his
treatment of secularism. By analyzing these issues, the article seeks to highlight certain
methodological tensions that may appear between the principles proclaimed by Al-
Jabri’s project and some of its practical conclusions. In doing so, it contributes to the
broader critical discussion on rationality and the interpretation of heritage in
contemporary Arab thought.

Keywords : Mohammed Abed Al-Jabri; Critique of Arab Reason; Cognitive Systems;
Rationality; Islamic Heritage
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