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Abstract:

This study analyzes waiting as a social experience that exceeds its temporal dimension
and reveals underlying dynamics of power, meaning, and dignity in contemporary
everyday life. It addresses the following question: How does waiting transform from a
temporary condition into a lived pattern shaping individuals’ perceptions of themselves
and their institutional position? Using a qualitative approach based on participant
observation and semi-structured interviews conducted in various waiting spaces, the
findings show that waiting constitutes a form of suspended time through which power
relations are reproduced, patience is morally tested, and dignity is redefined through
recognition or its absence. Waiting is not empty time but a socially organized practice
embedded in institutional and cultural frameworks.

Keywords: waiting anthropology; social time; everyday life; dignity; power.
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