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Abstract:This study aims to examine the nature of the relationship between credit cards and
digital wallets amid the global shift toward modern payment systems, questioning whether
digital wallets will entirely replace credit cards or integrate with them within a unified financial
ecosystem. The research adopts a descriptive, analytical, comparative, and foresight approach,
drawing on theoretical literature and international data issued by global financial institutions
such as the World Bank and the IMF. The findings reveal that the relationship between credit
cards and digital wallets is more complementary than substitutive, as digital wallets serve as
flexible and secure digital channels for using credit cards within an advanced payment
environment, while credit cards maintain their essential credit function. The study’s scientific
value lies in its contribution to interpreting the digital transformation of payment instruments
through a financial-technological lens, providing a deeper understanding of the evolving role
of credit cards in the future digital financial system.
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Frankfurt: ECB Publications.
World Bank. (2023). Global Payments Report 2023. Washington, DC: World Bank Group.
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Source :Mastercard Economics Institute. (2024). Global Payment Landscape 2024. London:
Mastercard Publications.
OECD. (2023). Digital Financial Ecosystems: Future of Payments. Paris: OECD.
IMF. (2024). Asia’s Digital Transformation in Financial Services. Washington, DC: IMF.
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Source :European Central Bank. (2024). Trends in Contactless Payments in the Euro Area. Frankfurt:
ECB Statistics Department.
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Source :OECD. (2023). Regional Digital Payments Overview. Paris: OECD.
IMF. (2024). Asia’s Digital Transformation in Financial Services. Washington, DC: International
Monetary Fund.
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Source :Deloitte. (2024). Digital Payments and Regulatory Challenges. Singapore: Deloitte Insights.
PwC. (2023). Banking Transformation Report. London: PricewaterhouseCoopers.
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