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Abstract:

Memory lives in its roughly provisional
semiotic material aspects: texts, monuments,
images, and daily practices. Its condition of
existence lies both in its capacity to take a
recognizable cultural form in a given context
and to break with this very context, in order
to be transmitted through time, space and
generations. Thus, in memory analysis, we
are asked to recognize its confusing
character: memory is always contained and
always in motion, living in its transmission
from one context to another, between local
structuring and movement. However, in the
multidisciplinary field of memory studies,
remembering and forgetting have been
examined through two methodological and
epistemological models, which have been
presented as opposing or mutually exclusive:
the container and the flow. The first
conceptualizes memory as contained in
cultural artefacts, that is, within their
symbolic, textual, discursive and even
physical limits; the last considers memory as
a relocation of contents and forms from one
cultural manifestation to another.

The objective of this article is therefore to
propose an interpretative theory of memory,
to identify and describe the methodological
tools capable of implementing such an
approach.
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