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Abstract:

The poem of Algamah ibn Abdah al-Fahl stands as
one of the most distinguished poems of pre-Islamic
Arabic poetry. Among its most striking features is
the central image of the male ostrich (zalim), a
recurring motif in the desert environment that pre-
Islamic poets frequently write about it. In this
poem, however, the ostrich scene occupies a pivotal
position, shaping a dominant emotional atmosphere
that permeates the entire text. This scene is
particularly significant because it embodies a vision
of family stability and psychological security — an
ideal to which the poet, whose nomadic lifestyle is
marked by instability, continually aspires to.
Therefore, the image reflects not only a personal
longing but also a broader human desire for
rootedness and emotional reassurance in a
precarious environment. The poet carefully
constructs this tableau by first evoking the
environmental hardships faced by the male ostrich,
before presenting the core elements of the “family-
as-ideal”: the ostrich settled with its mate,
surrounded by chicks and eggs. The family is
depicted in a state of physical closeness and
emotional harmony, communicating through sounds
that resemble a private chant—unintelligible to
outsiders, yet deeply meaningful within this
intimate sphere. These sounds generate a sense of
calm and belonging, while also contributing to the
aesthetic texture of the scene. In this context, the
bird functions as an objective correlative for the
human condition, symbolizing the individual’s
relationship  with  their immediate familial
environment. The ostrich, therefore, becomes a
poetic mirror through which the poet articulates his
own aspirations for stability, intimacy, and
emotional security.

Keywords. Male Ostrich (zalim), pre-Islamic
poetry; Algamah ibn Abdah al-Fahl; Family
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