ool dlo

b 2026 g;“"\’ — 01 201 13 sty

)oball J>1og 2u,Wlg popgsoll tésugimul 3l
Dystopian narrative: Concept, Vision, and Stages of development
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Abstract :

This study explores the concept of dystopian
narrative with the aim of developing a clearer and
more coherent understanding of its defining
features. It situates dystopian fiction within its
broader historical trajectory by examining the
development of the global dystopian novel, its
intellectual, social, and political underpinnings,
as well as key examples from Arabic dystopian
literature and the major stages of its evolution.
The study argues that a set of political, social,
and economic factors - such as poverty, class
inequality, discrimination, the erosion of the
middle class, the rise of totalitarian regimes,
moral and ethical decline, and rapid technological
advancement has played a crucial role in the
emergence of dystopian narrative. In this sense,
the dystopian novel functions not merely as a
form of representation, but as a critical and
provocative medium that seeks to raise awareness,
challenge existing realities, and at the very least,
unsettle and question dominant structures.

To clarify the distinctiveness of dystopian
narrative, the study provides a brief theoretical
overview of narrative as a broader concept. This
allows for a comparison with earlier narrative
forms, particularly those shaped by realism, to
highlight the qualitative shift represented by
dystopian writing as a relatively recent literary
mode. The analysis therefore begins with an
examination of the concept of narrative form both
linguistic and theoretical perspectives, along with
its key elements and components, before tracing
the main stages in the development of dystopian
narrative.

Keywords:  Dystopian  narrative,  Utopia,
Dystopia, Literary Evolution, Science-fiction.
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