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Abstract:

This research is the third in a series of studies
that reveal the efforts of Arab scholars in laying
the foundations of comparative linguistic studies
centuries before they emerged in the West. It
presents a synthesis of the early signs of
comparative linguistic in the work of Al-Khalil
bin Ahmad Al-Farahidi (d. 175 AH), through an
analysis of his references and observations in his
dictionary (Al-Ain). The study begins with a
brief introduction highlighting Al-Khalil’s
pivotal role in the development of Arabic
linguistic ~ sciences, the diversity of the
environments in which he lived, his exposure to
wide range of Arabic dialects and several non-
Arabic languages, and the effect of this on his
linguistic awareness, all of which enabled him to
establish early foundations for comparative
linguistic analysis. The paper is then divided into
two main sections. The first examines the seeds
of comparative studies between Arabic and non-
Semitic languages according to Al-Khalil, and it
came with three demands about his comparisons
between Arabic and Persian, Roman, Coptic, and
Armenian. The second section explores the seeds
of comparative studies between Arabic and
Semitic languages according to Al-Khalil, and it
included three demands that dealt with his
comparisons between Arabic and Hebrew, Arabic
and Nabataean, and Arabic and Syriac. The study
concludes with a summary of the most significant
findings.

Keywords: Al-Khalil, comparative studies,
Semitic languages, non-Semitic languages
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