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Abstract:

Traditional heritage is composed of four sections:
material culture, popular beliefs and knowledge,
customs and traditions, and folk literature. The
most important components of this last section
are that it is expressed in colloquial language,
transmitted orally, anonymous in authorship, and
passed down from generation to generation. It
includes songs, legends, proverbs, sayings,
popular poems. Popular literature has inspired
musicians and theatre artists, and | think it is time
to recognize it as a source of historical writing.
This is what the article will seek to highlight.
Therefore, it is necessary to subject popular
literature, as a document, to the same method
applied to other recognized historical sources,
such as comparison and critical analysis. The
second part of this work will present the results
of examples from Tunisian historical studies that
have benefited from oral texts, both within
Tunisia and across the Tunisian-Algerian and
Tunisian-Libyan border.

Keywords: Folk literature - Historical document
- Historical writing - Oral heritage - Folk poetry.
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