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Abstract:

This study addresses the major issue on which race
politics has been based since the eras of modernity
and enlightenment. Colonialism used it as a pretext,
while the colonies became its vast theatrical stage. The
body has emerged as a dividing wall on the map of
racialization and racism, on both sides of which
borders have been drawn between complete humanity
and other human beings with incomplete humanity, in
which color has formed an iconic currency within the
symbolic economy of a European civilization with a
visual orientation centered on whiteness. It imposed
the power of the gaze on “the body of the other”,
subjecting it to commodification, mutilation, and
fragmentation.

The study grounds its arguments in the psychological
notion of psychic containers, and the concepts
developed within this framework, such as the skin ego
and the theories of the psychic envelope that evolved
from the Freudian school of psychoanalysis and
expanded through the efforts of the Anglo-Saxon and
French schools, particularly represented by the efforts
of Didier Anzieu.

The study investigates the sensory-skin dimension
responsible for the psychic domain of drives an
instinctual energies (narcissism and libido) with the
aim of exploiting it in probing the cultural dimension
and its inclusion in the politics of racialization and the
drawing of boundaries between people by
establishing racial categories of a hierarchical nature
in which the black person was relegated to the lowest
of races. This is explored by tracing the , ontological
alienation of black people and their estrangement in
the wandering labyrinths of civilization and
enlightment due to the erosion of the skin ego, the
cracking of the structure of psychic envelope, and the
spilling of their insides on to the verge of impossible
otherness. All of this is examined, by relying on Fantz
Fanon’s skin plight deposited in his book «Black Skin,
White Masks».
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