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Abstract:

Stylistics is one of the fields of knowledge
that emerged from linguistics to examine the
aesthetics of literary texts and the creative
features that distinguish one text from
another, and reveals the writer’s “stylistic”
competence whose basic characteristic is
(deviation), which means the violation of the
conventional norms and the shift towards the
unusual linguistic production. As literary
texts are manifested through both surface and
deep structure, deviation is classified into
two categories: semantic deviation and
syntactic deviation. The latter includes
rhetoric structures such as interrogation,
which the speaker uses to reveal the
unknown information. The interrogative style
may deviate from its literal meaning to a
metaphorical one, which can only be
understood within the the context where it is
used. With the aim of attracting the
recipient’s attention, convincing him and
influencing his stance various issues, the
Imam Al-Shafi‘i employed many
mechanisms such as deviation at the level of
the interrogative style, which conveyed
several meanings, including negation, denial,
wish, exclamation, exaggeration...etc.
Keywords:  Stylistics, style, rhetoric
structures, deviation, surface structure, deep
structure.
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