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Abstract:

This article directly addresses a disagreement
regarding the definition, description, and
classification of the corpus. It also explores
the theoretical and intellectual foundations
that underlie this difference, particularly in
relation to objectives. The article proposes
methods and tools for processing or resolving
these issues through the framework of corpus
linguistics, which is central to the subject of
inquiry.

To begin, we establish a common starting
point, often referred to as the "Arabic
corpus,” along with its constituents and
peculiar elements. However, the concept of
"What is not" becomes a central problem,
shaped by a dominant normative perspective.
The corpus, as a linguistic concept,
challenges this normative view. As such, we
set boundaries and precautions to limit the
corpus to its essential functions, carefully
delineating its scope. The discrepancy
between what is extracted from one side and
reality from the other leads us to the heart of
the dilemma: the search for a satisfactory
solution that contradicts the positivist
approach. Ideally, we should have a unified
concept of the corpus and a single,
appropriate tool to address it.

Keywords: Corpus; dilemma; corpus
linguistics; arabic language; methodology;
idiomatics.
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