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The Paradigm of Alterity in the Italianophone Novel The Clash of
Civilizations Around the Vittorio Square Elevator by Amara Lakhous: From
the Imposition of Identity Purity to the Emptiness of Cultural Difference
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Abstract:

The novel How to Suckle a She-Wolf
without Being Bitten, written by Algerian
novelist Amara Lakhous and published in
2003, was later reworked under the title
Clash of Civilizations around an Elevator in
Vittorio Square. This narrative explores the
troubling post-colonial world, where migrant
minorities form support networks within their
own communities, re-establishing themselves
in hybrid spaces where the defining feature is
difference.

Difference, employed as a rhetorical strategy,
helps mitigate cultural conflict by avoiding
the trap of division, while aiming to
dismantle rigid, purified, and essentialized
boundaries. Thus, this paper delves into the
intellectual patterns within the narrative,
critically examining the hybrid strategy used
to deconstruct the conceptual binaries of
Ego/Other. This duality empowers migrants
to assert their inherent right to cultural
dialogue, enabling them to affirm their full
presence in post-colonial societies.
Keywords.: Alterity; Hybridity; The Third
Space; Identitarian Purity; Cultural Difference.
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