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Appearance Based on Advance Admission of Guilt:

A Comparative Study between Algerian and French Legislation
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Abstract:

Advance admission of guilt is a procedural mechanism granted to the
prosecuting authority for use in initiating public criminal proceedings against the
accused. Under this mechanism, the prosecution may propose one or more
penalties instead of referring the case to the trial court and subjecting it to

traditional adjudicative procedures. This measure was introduced within the
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framework of judicial reforms and in response to contemporary developments,
particularly modern procedural requirements aimed at reducing the burden on
the justice system, lowering financial costs, and entrenching the principle of
procedural expedition. The Algerian legislator adopted this mechanism in 2025,
whereas the French legislator had previously adopted it in 2004. It produces all its
legal effects only after ratification by the trial court, which verifies the validity of
the admission, the correctness of the legal characterization of the facts, and
compliance with the scope of its application in all respects.

Keywords: Advance admission of guilt; prosecuting authority; public
criminal action; penalty; judicial ratification.
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