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Abstract:

Religious diplomacy is one of the recent dimensions of Algerian foreign policy
to build influence in the Sahel region, where the country relies on its moderate
Islamic heritage rooted in the Maliki school, Ash‘arite creed, and Sunni Sufism as a
tool for fostering cooperation with Sahel countries.

Through religious institutions, Sufi orders, training programs, and interfaith
dialogue, Algeria has promoted stability, tolerance, and counter-extremism
efforts, contributing to human development and regional security.

Algerian religious diplomacy has thus become a soft-power instrument that
supports national interests by enhancing shared development, humanitarian
solidarity, and cultural rapprochement with its African neighbors.

This approach reflects Algeria’s holistic strategy for security and development,
integrating spiritual and developmental dimensions to address cross-border
challenges in the Sahel region.

Keywords: Diplomacy, Religious Diplomacy, Algeria, Sahel Region, Influence,
Regional Cooperation.
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