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Abstract:

This study explores the concept of "securitization” as a borrowed term from
Western theoretical frameworks, assessing its relevance in analyzing irregular
migration toward Algeria. The research engages a dual-layered problem: on one
hand, the linguistic and cultural tension surrounding the term’s adoption in
Arabic—often rejected for its perceived phonetic dissonance; on the other, the
uneven integration of the concept, where Algerian scholars have begun to employ
it, while broader Arab academic discourse remains hesitant.

By examining how securitization reframes migration from a social issue
into a security threat, the paper questions whether importing such terminology is
analytically productive or epistemologically disruptive. It also interrogates the
legitimacy of transplanting foreign concepts into local contexts, raising concerns
about intellectual authenticity and the potential for developing indigenous
analytical tools.

Ultimately, the study offers a critical reading of the term and proposes a
balanced framework that respects both conceptual utility and cultural specificity,
aiming to enrich the academic treatment of migration and security in the Maghreb
and broader African context.

Keywords: Securitization, Irregular Migration, Conceptual Transplantation,
Algerian Security Policies, Arab Academic Discourse
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