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Abstract:

Numerous historical sources documented the severe complications and repercussions of the
famine and cholera epidemic that struck Algerian society during the mid-1860s. Among the most
notable accounts of these tragedies were those written by priests and monks. From these writings,

145




(1868—1866 Yl gine JW 1530 ‘:; U}Jﬂ\ sUigg el Olaslias Aol ol /3

i SIS i e Sl

L S R S S O S S N O R S S S S T o O O O S R N S S U U U O Y Y O oY Y Y Y S SN S U U s Y Y o S oY Y Y S S N R O Y Y Y S S S S S R N S

we selected the work of the monk Bourzi, who described two exceptionally complex crises and
the tragedies they caused, including a sharp demographic decline and the deterioration of the
social and economic structure. However, he interpreted these events and their causes from a
biased and prejudiced perspective, without critically examining the accuracy of the facts. This
research aims to analyze the causes and factors behind the two most serious and interconnected
crises faced by Algerians during the years (1867-1868), from the perspective of a monk sent on a
missionary mission to the Chibli region. In his writings, he documented the severity of the
deteriorating conditions and their negative demographic, social, and economic repercussions. The
situation became even more critical with the spread of the cholera epidemic and its devastating
consequences. Through a careful reading of his work, we concluded that his account of these two
dangerous phenomena was not merely a factual narration of the consequences of the crises, but
rather an appeal to the French authorities to address the humanitarian situation, primarily out of
fear of its serious repercussions on the settlers and, more broadly, on the future of the colony.
Moreover, his praise for Lavigerie’s efforts to provide assistance to Algerians at the height of the
crises carried implicit missionary dimensions under a humanitarian guise, aimed at reinforcing
the foundations of French colonialism through religious evangelization.

Keywords:

Burzet Priest; Chibli Church; Famine and Cholera Epidemic; Marcel Lavigerie; Religious
Evangelization.
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