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The source and the memory of the event: A historical reading of Algerian and Tunisian
local sources on the Campaign of Hammouda Pasha al-Husayni, Bey of Tunis, against
Constantine (1807).
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Abstract: The campaign of Hammouda Pasha al-Husayni, Bey of Tunis, against Constantine in
1807 represents a turning point in the course of Algerian-Tunisian relations during the Ottoman
period. This study seeks a critical and comparative reading of the campaign’s memory through
samples of Algerian and Tunisian local sources that were contemporary with the event or close to
it in time and place, in addition to examining relevant materials from the Tunisian archival
sources related to the incident. The research highlights the extent to which proximity or distance
from the event and the authorities influencing it affect writing orientations and historians’
positions toward it. It also emphasizes the importance of drawing on diverse sources from the
Regencies of Algiers and Tunis in order to understand the causes of the campaign and its
consequences for both regencies, from a differentiated perspective in the sources employed to
study the topic.
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