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Abstract:

During the Ottoman era, Algiers (Al-Mahrousa) flourished as a Mediterranean commercial
powerhouse. The city’s urban layout was divided into the "Lower City" for maritime trade and
the "Upper City" for local needs. Economic life revolved around a sophisticated "Guild" system
(Al-Tawa'if) that regulated various crafts. Each guild was overseen by a Master (Amin), ensuring
strict professional standards and organization. Artisans followed a rigid hierarchy: starting as
Apprentices, becoming skilled Journeymen, and finally Masters. The city gained fame for
specialized industries like textiles, leatherwork, weaponry, and copperware. Two major groups
heavily influenced production: the Turks and the Andalusians. The Turks contributed military-
industrial expertise and organizational skills to the Regency. The Andalusians revolutionized the
arts with advanced techniques in ceramics, leather, and embroidery. Together, these influences
created a rich artisanal heritage that defined Algiers' economic prosperity.
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