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Administrative Ethics: Theoretical Concepts and Foundational
Norms for Ethical Professional Conduct
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Abstract This study seeks to construct a theoretical framework for administrative
ethics, positioning it as a fundamental pillar for the reform of the civil service and the
consolidation of principles of integrity and efficiency within public institutions. The paper
examines the foundational concepts of ethics and administrative ethics, followed by the notion
of the “ethics of public life” as a reformative approach to confronting corruption. It further
analyzes the sources of administrative ethics and the core principles on which they rest—such
as the public interest, hierarchical authority, and the disciplinary system—culminating in the
ethical standards expected of public officials, including integrity, impartiality, and respectful
treatment of citizens. The study concludes that the entrenchment of professional ethics goes
beyond the establishment of a legal framework; it requires more than just a legal framework;
it calls for continuous training and a supportive institutional environment that transforms ethics
into a structured practice rather than a mere organizational slogan.
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