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Martin Heidegger in the Kant Debate: The Problem of
Metaphysics and the Limits of Criticism
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Abstract:

In his book "Kant and the Problem of Metaphysics", Heidegger defines the philosophical
problem that allows him to follow the paths of metaphysical thought in Kant, and this is
through three major questions, which are as follows: What is the concept of metaphysics that
Kant inherited? What is the philosophical possibility that Kant saw for the establishment of
metaphysics? Then why did he place the metaphysical foundation within the programs of pure
reason? As for the concept that Kant inherited from metaphysics, for Heidegger it is the
concept expressed by (Baumgarten) considering metaphysics as the first/primitive science of
human perception, that is, as the science that contains the first principles of what is within
human understanding and knowledge, and this definition is nothing but a natural extension of
Aristotle's definition of metaphysics as the basic knowledge of essence, Heidegger's
importance in this regard comes from the fact that he tried, through the concept of criticism,
to sever the questionable connection between metaphysics and Christian faith claims,
especially with regard to the problem of interpreting the world and its origin.
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