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Abstract.

This article examines the role of French cultural diplomacy as a soft power tool in the
Maghreb, focusing on the French language as a means of political and cultural influence.
French was not only a communication tool but also an instrument of colonial domination
through education, administration, and media. After independence, despite Arabization
policies, French remained significant: a source of debate in Algeria, the language of elites
and business in Morocco, and deeply rooted in Tunisia. However, its influence faces
growing challenges such as the rise of English, linguistic pluralism, and colonial memory.
Nevertheless, it remains a strategic instrument for France to sustain influence and cultural
ties.

key words: cultural diplomacy; soft power; Francophonie; cultural relations; language;
identity; Maghreb
JEL classification: F54;719;128
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