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Algeria's National Defense Policy in Response to Regional
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Abstract: After the events of the Arab Spring in late 2010 and early 2011, new challenges
and threats emerged to Algerian national security and its border security—such as extremist
armed militias, the chaos of uncontrolled weapons, the spread of international terrorism, and
organized crime groups, particularly along the borders with Libya and Mali. This also included
various forms of smuggling and illegal immigration.

Therefore, Algeria’s national defense policy—as the general policy in the military and
security domain—had to adopt a set of measures and initiatives in order to protect its national
security, the integrity of its territory and people, safeguard its borders, natural resources, and
wealth, and preserve its sovereignty, independence, and international standing from any threats
or dangers, whether internal or external, regional or international, actual or potential,
conventional or unconventional.

Keywords:National Defense Policy, National Defense, National Security, Border
Security, National Defense Challenges.
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