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The Soft Dimension of Iranian Foreign Policy After Operation
Flood of Al-Aqsa: Reality and Challenges
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Abstract
This study explores the reality of Iran’s use of soft power beyond its borders, with a focus on
the Arab and Islamic regions. It also explains how the “Al-Aqsa Flood” operation on October
7, 2023,impacted this powerparticularly after the strategic and military disruption it caused to
Iran’s regional proxies in the frontline states, on whom Tehran relied to reduce economic
burdens and avoid direct confrontation with Israel. This disruption affected Iran's image and
Stature in the region, both at official and popular levels, leading to a decline of its soft power
appeal and influence.
Moreover, this research paper sheds light on the key challenges facing the soft dimensions of
Iranian policy, which Tehran has sought to solidify. However, these efforts were adversely
affected by the Al-Agsa Flood operation, which marked a critical turning point in Iran’s grand
strategy for the period 2020-2025. The operation produced significant geopolitical shifts in the
region that shaped Iran’s strategic perception.
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