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Russia in the Middle East: Back to a “Grand Strategy” - Or
Enforcing Multilateralism?
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Abstract: This research is a translation of an article entitled “Russia in the Middle
East: A Return to “Grand Strategy” - or Imposing Multilateralism? by Ekaterina Stepanova,
and it was published in a magazine: Revue Politique étrangere in Volume 81, Number Two,
Summer 2016, it is an interesting article in which the researcher try to explain the Russian
strategy in the Middle East, this paper focuses on the objectives of Russian and its foreign
policy from the military intervention in Syria in 2015, and its attempt to impose a multilateral

system that does not exclude Russia, because Moscow has become increasingly aware of the
strategic importance of Syria, whether for the regional or international balance .
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1-For Russian perceptions of this shiftc see Russia and the Greater Middle East¢ Russian
International Affairs Council (RIAC), 29 May 2013; I. Ivanovo« “Is a Collective Security
System Possible in the Middle East?”« RIAC, 9 February 2016

2 kil (Jualdll (e 334l E. Stepanova(2015)¢ “Les Russes et 1’Etat islamique: politique
étrangere et facteurs internes” , Outre-Terre, No. 44 (3),, p. 80-94.

3 E. Stepanova,(2016) “Russia’s Policy on Syria after the Start of Military Engagement”,
Program on New Approaches to Research and Security in Eurasia (PONARS Eurasia) Policy
Memo No. 421, February .
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