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Securitization of illegal immigration and societal security in EU
policies: problematic issues from a post-structuralist perspective
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Abstract: This study aims to shed light on the development path of the securitization
of illegal immigration in the policies of the European Union, highlighting its most important
stages, mechanisms, and resulting caveats. The study also examines the nature of the
relationship between illegal immigration and European societal security, based on the major
contributions made by the Copenhagen School of Security Studies as a new framework for
analyzing emerging security phenomena in the post-Cold War world. The study also mainly
examines the reasons for the dominance of the securitization approach in the policies of the
European Union to confront this phenomenon, using the important insights that the post-
structuralist approach can provide us with regarding the nature of the relationship between
power, interest, and discourse.
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