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The role of african bishops in the development of christianity in north africa
(Tertullian and Donatus as examples, 197-348 )
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Abstract : This study aims to shed light on two theological figures who made significant efforts to
advance and develop christian thoughts in North Africa:
The first one, Tertullianus (160-220AD) who is considered the first christian to produce and
write on christian theology in latin, he was also the first to use the term Trinity,
He was rigorist and contributed to the development of christian theology despite his diffrences
and conflict with the Church.

His writtings became a reference for African élite such as Cyprian, saint opatus of milevis and
especially saint Augustin.

The second figure is the bishop Donuts (270-355 AD) founder of the donatist church, who
followed Tertullian's approch regarding moral rigor, he rejected tolerance and leniency towards
sinners who had yielded during persecution which led him to requicre the rebaptism of those who had
deviated from the Principles of early christian church.

His role was not limited to religious affairs he also combined between church and political issues.Both
figures emphasized moral purity and rejection of persecution

Key concepts: Bishop Donatus, Christianity, Christian Thoughts, Church, Tertullianus.
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