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"The Design of Soft Power Strategies in Major Sporting Events: A
Comparative Analysis of the 1998 FIFA World Cup in France and the 2010
FIFA World Cup in South Africa"
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Abstract:

Major sporting events are considered to be one of the most important international
gatherings that allow the emergence and promotion of the image of countries abroad, relying
on the sources and behaviors of soft power to try to 'attract and influence, there are several
indexes to measure the soft power of countries, we were inspired by the McClory model to
measure the soft power of France and South Africa before, during and after their organization
of the FIFA World Cup in 1998 and 2010 to determine the best steps to use soft power in hosting
major sporting events. We will use the comparative approach in our study to highlight the areas
of success and failure between France hosting the 1998 World Cup and South Africa 2010, the
most important results we have achieved. are that the effectiveness of the use of soft power
begins from the moment of attributing the sporting event to the countries and not from the

moment of its beginning. Also relying on interest, not slogans and history.
Keywords: soft power, major sporting events, France, South Africa, FIFA World Cup
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