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Electoral threshold Government stabilization mechanism or
proportional representation distortion?

398 yalal we
(51 31) cyles cogetls ol Bnaly
el Alatl) Solas, 43 § el e
Abdelkader.guendouz@univ-tiaret.dz
LS s
(51 31 cplis gl ¢l nala?

omar.kaibouche@univ-tiaret.dz

2026/06/10 : i) g ) 2024/12/22 :J 58 &b 2024/10/09 :Juw ¥ E ol

a8 G Aaedall sl of dgilalt dlendl daall 51l Aulull sda g ekl

A Lo 58 e (Jo¥l lanaie (e Jgvasell Aaslall Sy Lajolaty (S| dmpmiall ol gia¥l Aeud (e

e el ) pllasd dig 5 JSAT (2 Lo 5l (0 sSdl by (uoliwad | 1201 (0 £93 ¢ Loyl

Ugido Anlinl e slmy) J) s G csluolydl (o @)1 e Zailall of 850l Slgiadl 5yalls

e bl Jatetld aaedtly Aecdas A1 JSCAS Aplsei¥) aall a0 cLa B (e Spaall QoY (s
e el (ol Slpo¥l s paall Ol Ay Ll ¢ ol S22 Ledd ) Lo K

https.//www.acaweb. org/jel/guide/jel. php : JlJ| Ly S/ il . S (£SR3 9 |

Abstract: The aim of this study is to highlight the legal, natural, or mathematical
electoral threshold, which is the percentage of valid votes that a party or list must exceed in
order to obtain its first seat. While it seeks to establish a kind of political stability and
government continuity, it also distorts the proportional representation system through the
phenomenon of wasted or lost votes. Despite studies that have sought to find an acceptable
electoral threshold to protect small parties from exclusion, the electoral threshold remains a
negative mechanism for proportional representation, as it achieves more political stability than
it does proportional representation.
key words: Proportional representation, electoral threshold, small parties, lost votes, political
stability
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