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Algeria and the Sahel region: between power rivalry for influence
and energy competition amid Israeli penetration.
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Abstract: This article explores the geopolitical and security transformations that have
occurred in the Maghreb and Sahel region since 2020. It focuses on the shifts in Algeria's
pivotal role in the security-development equation, and the dimensions of competition amidst
Israeli infiltration in the region, stemming from Moroccan normalization. This infiltration
serves as a basis for modern competitive projects in security and economy, and for
confronting asymmetric threats, particularly terrorism along Algeria's southern border strip,
adjacent to Mali and Niger, which directly impacts its national security. The article also
evaluates Algeria's response to emerging risks, aiming to identify weaknesses and provide
recommendations for Algerian security policy, highlighting the necessity of diversifying
regional and international alliances, and presenting robust competitive projects that can
surpass rival initiatives.
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Morocco Is The Latest Arab
Country To Normalize Israel Ties
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(African Development Bank Group, 2020 alat sl Cdlual Gua=u) slel &ld ayyLiceS(PIDA)
cdbe ymadl ¢ litl) oo e 89,022 dlsb aliy Ml shmiall plall 3ol ausx,  2018)
Ja>ly Gy ed> @sa9 ¢ (African Development Fund, 2013)(sLidy «wigs bpzd
(0S 2,461) JUI cuill (oS 866) owistll euuill 353l aLudl g (oS 4,498) (se¥/ ,5152)
shmall ladl @yl Jladl dixd clad) @ caialio @) 9 (oS 1,197) goladll eudlly
3lse wid> Il dxlxll Blas ¢ (African Development Bank, 2014)dosolall 5152l 3 Laydag «(CLRT)
J>lye (e 8385509 Buzms)ad yaghat duzmailiv] dall Joudl cylist ekl s pglaal 508 &l
Jigeis 39,5¥1 Aol £ 8,49 clidl al8 2013 ale (3 «(African Development Bank Group, 2018)
-85 ke clld 3 Lay) oS 555 il Adas Adlue JodT 31 Gylall yaglas Jlae oo Jo¥1 Al L
225 dlsbo L1 J5l5atl sgum-Blolul-codyl 3,kog £aLaT § @S 330 ol AL ymidl sgum-lgsls
(African Development Fund, 2013) 2=l (3 oS

TSH/ TSR iyl yolall Gayall ol o :4 S

( ALGIERS TUNIS
NIGER & CHAD
NIAMEY — NDJAMENA e
STRATEGIC REGIONAL CORRIDOR CONNECTIONS TONISIA SUBJECT
COUNTRIES
PROJECT CORRIDORS: MAIN CITIES AND TOWNS Ghandal
e TRANS-SAHARAN ROAD (TSR) ® REGION CAPITALS
e TRANS-SAHELIAN HIGHWAY (TSH) * NATIONAL CAPITAL
S NIAMEY-NDJAMEN CORRIDOR (NNO  ———  INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARIES ‘

DOSSO-COTONOU CORRIDOR (DCC)

WESTERN
o SAHARA
',!’_'l./‘vv
MAURITAN|A
Trans-Sahelian - v
Highway (TSH) liamey-Ndjamena
- Corridor (NNC)
CABO-VERDE DAK Y,
SENEGAL ol g . .
THESERRPA o funcap o g RSB
2 Bosio
GUINEA
TERRA BEONE ¢
COTE D'IvoiRg” OHANA NIGERIA CENTRAL
- LIBERI Qo A AFRICAN
\ (B0l popo CAMEROON REPUBLIC

NOVO
EQUATORIAL *mUNDQ
GUINEA

ZZJ-\-(G-L‘

World Bank. (2023, June 26). Southern Niger Connectivity and Integration Project
(P179770): Project information document (PID). Report No. PIDC35973.
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i Lasydl Jleds o Bylzmilly 59kl A8, Baljg TSH deus Gotue opuii ] g9l Cdug
Wahie o8ad Adaall o lall s (lduagllly Jaull AakG Julasy Lasydl Lawgy Lias 4l
(CPEN | FENRESN| IV KT RIS 4 YWY [ UOM | [ P PC 25 JEAPES [ | VAT PR FE P01

. (African Development Fund, 2013); | ,zsall dalais (§ (e Jolidl craeall § dealuadly

22019 ple ¢y Blael (TSR) elymsal] ;lall Gaylall ol 258U Gplall puing : IS

In Progress
Country Paved (constructio EarthTra
n) km ckkm

ALGERIA 3,310 3,070 40 155
MALI 2,180 1,440 - 740
NIGER 1,985 1,710 220 60
TUNISIA 699 699 - -

NIGERIA 1,131 1,131 - -

CHAD 570 150 380 40
TOTAL 9,895 8,255 645 995

syl

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD). (2022). The Trans-
Saharan Road Corridor: Towards an Economic Corridor: Commercializing and Managing the
Trans-Saharan Road.

@il 0y9ms ol (Ll uidy A8 u> I ke shmiall bl 3okl 802019 ale 3
Bloy Aaall suall pe alud¥ JLSawd 3SAU1 oF ¥ s il § siadl-Jlesd!
o9zl Slelya] audd)l) "Haeldl drmall LA SaaTy At Glaldl § Lals Gl
Lgils 9,99 (g 5liall) (qu Il semll (30 G985 ¢ (CLRT, 2019)5 pasud | bl dxdlasg
4 Lygoma hgo bl caals <2019 ale Jolony 4ie %80 o> cpiad @3 iy «(sLady Jlog uisal)
3 owlisgarlly 63Lazd¥l adeas jiay Les (u3lell Rt i) 3 580l Lalylodasl JM5 y0
& posd) suulisogazedl (bl (Sny oo <o pill Zeed o1 50l (o Ludlis g9,k dalgy c3ylal)
iy a8 dpaiill ggum 5Ll Goplall ) Jlasd Al sllly 2piad) byl 02y (dalal

. (CLRT, 2019)3,Lz=z]

634 647-624 PP 42026() ) c(l))-\.d\ c(lO) A ) R..aL,.,J\ il



Lt gk [s G Skl B 8 (gl Bty 35ad0 p1p0 (g Jr L) Allateg 1

Algeria section of the mainaxis of the SR corridor

Source: AfDB (2003) : juuall

Traffic flow
Section Pavwit
khmet |, .
Lengthkm r Construction
Condition i Comments

Paved sections

Alger-Blida 50 | Good | 2% | 125000 | 15 80's
lanes
Blida-ElGoléa 838
Blida-Berrouaghia 23 | 95000 | 8 .
Partial
lanes ,
70s improvement to
Berrouaghia-ElGoléa 22 | 35000 | 20 NN
lanes And 2x2 lanes
ElGoléa-Tam 1,054 Fair 7m 7,000 30 70's Beingimproved
e 415 | Good | 7m 130 67 2009 | Works completed
July2009
InGuezzam-BorderNiger 10 Track Being launched
condition
Total main corridor 2,317
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Tit Silet 85 Good 7m 220 55 70's Maintenance and
strengthening

Ghardaia- Border Tunisia 510 Good 7m 3,000 40 70s Improvement and
Unpaved (track) strengthening
Silet- Timiaouine 395 | 200k | 18 g7 | Signaling

mpav completed

ed
TOTALLENGTH 3,347

CLRT (2019) as of 2019 (data could be from different previous years, as availability in : ;asall
countries)

gordue dy e Jall Auaes Ay 3y 43S s hymiall Byl el (i)l 5ol (0 53 15) el S9lty
Lol Jlod Jasyy Bygoma Ggatiy Uslatdly Uluagl 3850 98t il roabe mingy (gmasliul
el o A 831 31wl Audasogill Liilgn a5 Aaatsy Ayloms Aty J) 515l Jagomiy clesioms
(African Development  zsliu¥ls Gumslll cadl surads « eSOl Ciginl duasy Jaudl CanliSs

Fund, 2013)

Bl e 5,uall i3 /1 sty ol IS e o Ldl 3 Bl il s 3 oqunn S
Jo cbdas oyl dmball clebond! e Sy Lo (laadl 281,19 ilgall 38, uuds Al
Fledl zlui¥ly Al cleasdly dolaid¥l oyall Glxy Ohaiwl JelaS Al
(Woof, (o,all (adiy yaall Ledsy G dasyzlly Bylatll dalge (zmas Lo gag cAdoell Slaoizall

b Gilga clliey gl Lds 81 o oo oyl 395 AN) ) Saale izl awd Jolall § <2025)
PR VIC {FEPONITE-RVEN | PEVLI [ W D0-A A PV ST PR F T RS PR S ESMPRCHE TP
oo Ay jal> go,all 058 Aliadl Lbasy Lo gag «(Maloum, 2022)TSH ¢ |zl yas £9,4e
gl b Jhle @) gullod) g9, ] S e (Lidy3] e Ai) Bylnall 28y B

:yian pbie slil sl 5l ed) 8ylee slls

edodlly 09t mll e (85l il e udes § AN Aed il iade 2024 Ll §
(Wilson Center, Uil Golarll (po sy (S sl glmn (3 Al dama aullly cotias i
Sy 055l G3" (Algeria-Tunisia-Libya Initiative) aezs’ Liliges coysll sliliu] aec2024)
dl ad s eyl o ducad ¥ 850l sda o Ogas ety Il uST adg cJlaall yadl sl sles¥
(Agence Presse Service, 3sliall Loly¥l 3 o3 &l Jsud! S e s (b rglad sliad 315"
Mymill e Jelarll e Guall pall slasl jzmay 0302 el Bl § goradl e Gl 2024)
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Jitlyd igdaS il ae pudliall debiat s § 2uals «pall cpilly doLadl 3 Asalisogu!
.(The Maghreb Times, 2024) Jo Ll Ll Lol 351 canial Law ccyally

Loy Badds) 8538 LalSe ST Bslie Aumuilia] Aliey 8,0Lll sda el (gysl &> oo
Bl "shmall pladl 3o bl g9, di JleSiwl ae Aol clldg de)lude Lwliwgir c¥gms
- (Woof, 2025) Lz an 5Ladl gl as Jie A ¥) ikl aoyliie bilin (3 clidy gl

& 39aill zil il £ LS 8yl 5yleitll ddlaingTindouf—Zouerate :ilinygd1/ 551 eI padI:LIG
Glozall gl iy Giluysll ealasy 095 duzell e §y3ladl iyl aung 2024 plnd (3 i Ludl
Jobald sl aliey 0985 OF dI B ool G By 8ylas Aalaie L] g9,dd Goldl >
o g (ol Gylall 9,80 o] 2024 Lianyd) e oldsy 5l o (Flually gl
5815 g9, 99 Lilinge 3 Slig3 Lkay Lyslimll Boaiss ¥y (s Loy 05 840 Jlg> 4ol
Byddll 3upad gos Apgmme Bglas laly (Abgll sguxtl s Bre Jo¥ Lyl Q‘S-i Ja 830
lia ae (381749 «(elchikh, 2024) &.a,,8¥1 duya)l Blowdl ] Jsosll e 2yladl dulunoUl
e 3] Lol Bgais gz dad Lo 9o «olyg 39 Tindouf cay sl ciasgu> Catlgs 7 Lixdl g9,4dl
oa e Ldayd) oyt pe SOl oyl as g el Bslas daly ol 8¥ly piliadl 385> i
(Sentinelle, 2024) . ,ilw Sy

Tindouf—Zouerate: jilusl1/g 5152l yoll :6 840

@ Q AICA ‘deouf Zg!ierat Road

o Total road length840 km. '- Eom P
o Road width 7 meters. R L
o Excavationworks1272544m’, - et
o Back fillingworks3068505m’. L - N
o Unprocessed quarry gravel1368603m’. L ’ ‘5;\\;—%\‘,_ X
o Triple-layer asphalt surfacing with a total 2 3

area of 6612751m>. .

o Length of submerged passages55441m. 5%
o Water drainage structures under theroad 9.~ | =
o Number of quarries 17a o=

ROUTE TINDQUF - ZOUERATE SUR 840 KM

Ministry of National Defence. (2024, March). Algeria: A regionally and :;ouall

internationally prestigious position. El Djeich, (728), 8—17.
Tin Zaouatinegylizll szl § 8y Bylxt sblie Ll oz ludd) eulpe sl calbl LS

Onslinyoll o peiiudly oS, A J_,\},zJ\ sc59 Debdeb (Bordj Badji Mokhtar (Timiaouine
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Shel zigas s Gl sda il Jiad L ASieadly Bnpall clelacyl oo Salaradl]
(Ministry of National Defence, 2024) . Jya=) L8 olgiu ydee ul (L iS

Jeall e sbare¥l 3y9,00 e 13044 (p,ad) Anlill Elaan | Gs (il Golys <2025 ,ulnd 3
<(APS, 2025) (J=o ilulys caSag &yilie iS55 10 &S5Law Jb (3 (o yad! 3L=s¥l Glagat jezudl
d>ldl e aSladl et (e el 8508 8ol § bl Sy e goadl o ST 20
g o @3Lard ¥l Oglarll Fay LS tldndl ope gos Golmall Jaull 285 aylasy gudlsd]
(APS, 2024) (!

S5l 398l e ugele Hletluol il e goyddl lda () Sk il - sl 2o bl o0
By Byl LBy oyall Hlansl uay ols (gudb¥l JoLadly Liliyge § (yall 35aill A lgag
(Sentinelle, 2024) La.,3] e § culi pud tloga ,5lioll mices Low cdalasdl § Aliles

s ol Lislso saslat) (ad LS « bl ¥l g9, 50 olixs Lilippgn collaans J) 2305
((Lacher, 2025) Lslas ao Lalas (ol e8] 13S0 muadd Al 1) A0

2o Lols (Joludl G5 Zoglaid gmoyuidl Sl ¥l aay g Lall e U limll 2 lims cugll i § oS
" (Alliance des eIl o Ludl Joo calles” Jio doladl Joo LISAS (&1 Buyuzd! wlalleddl 39,
e cJulanly ccopally chlel Jia 4515zl Ziglin (593 an luyliie Lylas oyl &1 «Erats du Sahel)
.(Bobin, 2025) 5|3l sladicwl Uglxes wlus

k] ollo¥ g9 il slayl

El) elimsall i Lidsyd) 3 pad e loge sl Liaws 2023 jadss § (wolud| dama cllll 4l
L, 81 oyt Jod 2yolazd ¥ de gazell s yd o iy Aoyl Gilsll alaziwls (2024 (Yaaqoubi
(Kumar, §,Suall Gulzell Lasgsy 3 jzidly suold LiSygng Jlo N Joudl e Bylans 1o
c9uld Luygy olad il (Jle) Ldlyan daland) oludl) > Liasl daygaas g9,-400 £y 2023, p 54)
dI Issosll 28] laalaie § Blmill Sy dayy ) zlimsy culole a2 Lajlaely o(llings
Bl Aely) legyde Ayazed) ISl eilgll B ylall s all 2l L) pe gudlad) Ll
(Ministerial Coordination Meeting, 2023) Ao 9 eelad (At

B9 anyall ehmall dolu sl e azes ga,adl el suizll A,all sl 0sS JI 5,31 ae
(Al-Awsat., 2025) . 3l @Sl s ceundy Lele gLl 2akaill

s odobadl g Azge dpsbatdl ayylin @uuds - Shledly duslw] (o pedy — il g
dgall Joull sda Loy «(Al-Awsat, 2025) slimiall §ylall 5Ll Caylil ae dlially Aslull clis
Luaal il Glus) 3 laabs (A letd) LYol 2ulal cdal)l pe udbo¥) oyl Ll i Aalal
( Morocco World News , .S3,a1g Lig yols s lyoeadl gtz Lidsyd) (s 2l gly 2ylens Jumg 2alnS
2023)
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(Financial Times, 2023)
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(Modern Diplomacy, 2025) . s5Laié ¥y gl Golaill ale Slissg iy J3S oyil s |
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Patrick M. (2023, September 4). Nigeria-Morocco Gas Pipeline (NMGP) Project Updates. : yiuall

Construction Review Online.https://constructionreviewonline.com/project-timelines/nigeria-morocco-
gas-pipeline-nmgp-project-updates/
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