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No-fly zones as a strategic option for implementing the military

dimension of the concept of the ’Responsibility to Protect”
-The case of Libya-
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Abstract: In its Resolution No. 1973 (2011), the UN Security Council authorized to
take all necessary measures to protect civilians in Libya, including the establishment of a no-
fly zone. This is, in fact, the first operational implementation of the concept of the
"Responsibility to Protect (R2P)", which has been instrumentalized, by the intervening states,
to occupy Libyan airspace and conduct devastating strategic operations leading Libya to a
"Total Chaos". This article aims to highlight the effectiveness of the no-fly zone as a strategic
tool to protect civilians, as well as its role in the failure of the "R2P" after its first field test.

key words: Responsibility to protect; no-fly zone; Humanitarian intervention;
International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty,; Civilian protection.
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