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The Limitations of Democratic Transition Theory: Rethinking the
Experiences of the Arab Spring From a Political Economy
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Abstract: The process of democratic transition in the experiences of the Arab Spring
raises several issues primarily related to the theoretical models introduced by the democratic
transition theory, starting from the modernization approach and extending to the transitional
approach. This theory attempted to establish a specific pattern of transition based on social
and economic conditions that are ultimately subject to a historical conditionality that has not
yet been fulfilled in Arab countries.

Therefore, the study comes as an attempt to critique the assumptions that underpinned
the democratic transition theory by giving greater importance to the economic dimension in
dissecting the patterns of control that characterize the relationship between the state and
society in the Arab context. It also seeks to understand whether the failure is linked to the nature
of the theories themselves or to the incomplete transfer of these theoretical models.

key words: Limitations; Democratic Transition Theory, Experiences; Arab Spring;
Political Economy.
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