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Abstract:

Those who are unfamiliar with the history of Islamic thought often assume
that most early Muslim scholars were Arabs. Some may be surprised to
learn that some of these early scholars were freed slaves. Islamic sciences
greatly benefited from the contributions of freed slaves and non-Arab
scholars.

This short article aims to shed light on the term "Mawali" with the objective
of reaching several conclusions: the significance of the tribal system in the
Arabian Peninsula, how this social class contributed to the cultural, social,
and literary structures during the Abbasid era and beyond, and the

contributions of writers and intellectuals from this group to the enrichment
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of literature and the shift in intellectual approaches during the golden ages.
It also explores the fate of these individuals when they defied the ruler and
challenged authority.

Keywords: Mawali, Arabs, culture, identity, literature, Islam, Abbasid
state.
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