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Abstact
The February 23, 2005, French Law on colonialism was an act passed by the
French parliament. The controversial article 04 asked teachers and textbooks to
« acknowledge and recognize in particular the positive role of the French presence
abroad, especially in North Africa.» The law, particularly the aforementioned
paragraph created a public uproar and opposition from researshers and historians who
said no to the teaching of an official history. From this point, this paper try to examine
French historians attitude’s towards French crimes committed in Algeria from 1830
until 1962. Through the book they published « colonialism, Law and History », Claude
Liauzu and Gilles Manciron considered this law a challenge to the freedom of the
historian because it would fill a partial view and not neutral to history. Hence they
demonstrated different petitions demanding the repeal of this law. The book also found
out the origine of this law, and the fact that this law is the product of lobbying force in
the circles of the French pieds noirs represented by their own associations and close to

the French right, which refused the idea of the independence of Algeria and tried to
confiscate history for their own ends.
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