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Abstract

One of the key guaranties of a fair trial in civil matters is to ensure that litigants are afforded
the necessary legal means to exercise their right of plea, a right enshrined in the Constitution and
regulated by law.

Among the most important of these means are procedural pleas, which enable a party to
challenge the action brought against them. These are referred to as procedural pleas when they are based
on formal grounds related to the non-observance of legal rules governing either the right to bring an
action or the conduct of procedural steps.

This article examines the legal meaning of procedural pleas as set out in Articles 49 to 66 of the
Algerian Code of Civil and Administrative procedure. It analyses the relevant provisions and the general
and the specific legal effects arising from their application, and provides an assessment of the approach
adopted by the Algerian legislator in this regard.

Keywords: Right of defense- Fair trial- Procedural plea -Judicial action -Litigation.
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-Serge Abbou et autres, sous la direction de
Serge Guinchard, Droit et pratique de la
procédure civile, 5eme édition, Dalloz,
Paris 2006.



