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Abstract:

Insanity is one of the most prominent factors affecting criminal
responsibility, as it constitutes a legal impediment that precludes holding the
perpetrator accountable. However, this concept is complex and multifaceted,
lying at the intersection of medical and legal sciences. It therefore appears
essential to reconsider its contours within criminal law theory, particularly in
light of the adoption of new terminology, and to re-examine the conditions
under which criminal irresponsibility is recognized, in order to ensure their
effectiveness.

Moreover, it is important not to overlook the need for alternative
conceptual frameworks that align with the theory of diminished
responsibility. While crimes committed by individuals with mental disorders
may be reduced, in principle, to accidental occurrences or incidental acts, the
rights of victims must not be neglected. The momentum toward recognizing
victims' rights should extend to all judicial proceedings, especially with the
legislator adoption of a legal distinction between the material commission of
the act and the question of criminal responsibility.

key words : Insanity, Mental Disorder, Security Measures, Criminal
Responsibility.
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diagnostiques du DSM-4 et symptdmes, Psychomédia, publié, en ligne :
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demence- trouble-neurocognitif-majeur.

3- Iarticle 122-1 du Code pénal francais : « n’est pas pénalement responsable

la personne qui était atteinte, au moment des faits, d'un trouble psychique ou

neuropsychique ayant aboli son discernement ou le contréle de ses actes ...».
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1 _ https://www.infodrog.ch/files/content/refbases/DSM-5_Manuel-
diagnostique-et-statistique-des-troubles-mentaux.pdf

2 _https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/246208/1/9789241549165-V1-
eng.pdf.
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L. Crim. 14 avr. 2021, n° 20-80.135.
2. Loi n° 2022-52 du 24 janvier 2022 relative & la responsabilité pénale et a la
sécurité intérieure (1) (JORF n°0020 du 25 janvier 2022).
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une mission a haut risque », Connexions, 2000/2, n°74, p. 51.
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