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Abstract:

The Prosecutor and the Office under his supervision are one of the principal organs of the
International Criminal Court (ICC), playing a crucial role in combating impunity and achieving
international criminal justice. To do so, states are granted relatively broad powers compared to the
role of prosecutors at the domestic level. The Prosecutor enjoys financial, administrative, and
functional independence at all stages of criminal proceedings and is one of the exclusive parties
with the authority to initiate proceedings before the ICC. Although his decisions are subject to
judicial oversight by the Pre-Trial Chamber to ensure he does not abuse his powers, his broad
powers remain a double-edged sword: on the one hand, they allow him to operate with greater
freedom, while on the other, they may be tainted by a sense of arbitrariness, as he is both an
investigative and a prosecutorial body.
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