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Abstract:

One Health is a comprehensive approach that recognizes the close interconnection between
human health, animal health, and environmental integrity. This concept aims to address complex
health challenges that transcend the traditional boundaries of medical, veterinary, and
environmental disciplines by promoting collaboration across sectors to ensure an effective
response to emerging health threats. The philosophy behind One Health reflects a growing
awareness that infectious diseases, especially zoonotic diseases, cannot be effectively addressed
without a holistic understanding of the interactions between humans, animals, and ecosystems.
The relevance of this approach became particularly evident during outbreaks such as avian
influenza and the COVID-19 pandemic, where shortcomings in intersectoral cooperation
contributed to the worsening of health crises.

One Health is grounded in principles of deep prevention, joint surveillance, and coordinated
response. It advocates for the construction of resilient health systems capable of anticipating risks
and addressing them at their source. It also represents a foundational pillar for achieving global
health security and calls for the strengthening of national and international legal frameworks as
well as multisectoral partnerships involving organizations such as the World Health Organization
(WHO), the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), and the World Organisation for Animal
Health (WOAH). The approach also aims to promote health equity, contribute to the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), preserve biodiversity, and confront the challenges posed by climate
change. In summary, One Health represents a strategic shift towards more coordinated and
effective global health governance.

In this context, Algeria, as a party to several international health agreements, is committed
to promoting the One Health approach within its national health policy, particularly in light of the
proposed amendments to the International Health Regulations (IHR 2024), which require states to
establish multisectoral coordination mechanisms and strengthen their capacities for surveillance
and response to environmental and zoonotic threats. Algeria's Law No. 18-11 on public health also
reflects the principles of preventive protection and integration among the health, environmental,
and veterinary sectors, aligning with the One Health logic. Accordingly, Algeria is called upon to
develop legislative and institutional frameworks that embody this approach through the creation
of permanent coordination mechanisms between the Ministries of Health, Agriculture, and
Environment, and through strengthening national capacities in environmental monitoring, animal
disease surveillance, and joint risk assessment. These commitments form part of Algeria’s
contribution to global efforts in building a comprehensive and sustainable health system.

Key words: One Health, Comprehensive and Sustainable Health System, Right to Health, Law
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