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Abstract:

Constitutional experiments in various countries have established numerous means and
mechanisms for mutual oversight between the legislative and executive branches to achieve
balance between them, in application of the principle of separation of powers. For power is only
constrained by another power possessing equivalent strength and means, albeit in the opposite
direction, and for the sake of the public interest, as this oversight serves to prevent despotism and
the monopolization of competences by one branch at the expense of the other two. Thus, the
constitution has granted the legislative branch a range of means and mechanisms to oversee the
actions of the executive branch. Some of these entail government accountabilities and may
consequently lead to its dismissal, while others do not lead to the same outcome but are rather
inquisitorial, aimed at ascertaining facts and the general orientations of the government.
Keywords: Legislative power, political responsibility, parliamentary oversight mechanisms.
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