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Abstract:

This research presents an analytical study of the role of the International Criminal Court (ICC)
in light of the principles of complementarity and universal jurisdiction, considering them as two
fundamental pillars in the achievement of international criminal justice. The study aims to highlight
how the principle of complementarity can be activated as a mechanism to ensure respect for the
sovereignty of states on the one hand, and to guarantee that impunity is avoided on the other. It also
seeks to clarify the limits of applying universal jurisdiction in addressing serious international crimes
that threaten international peace and security.

The research further aims to identify the challenges faced by the ICC between these two
principles, in terms of balancing the demands of international justice with the requirements of national
sovereignty, ultimately evaluating the effectiveness of the Court in enhancing the global criminal
Justice system.

Key words: Complementary jurisdiction, Universal jurisdiction, International Criminal Court,
International crimes, Criminal justice.
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