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Abstract:

Religions, popular cultures, and civilizations differ in how they treat the bodies of the
deceased, each has its own methods and rituals for handling the dead. While these methods and rituals
vary according to beliefs, they all share a common thread: the necessity of preserving the dignity of
the deceased, however, practical experience during armed conflicts has revealed inhumane treatment
of the dead, prompting international humanitarian law to establish rules concerning their protection.

This article highlights the historical evolution of the treatment of the dead and the content
of the legal rules established for them during armed conflicts. It also discusses international
examples of mistreatment of the dead, reflecting the urgent need to increase awareness of rules
protecting the dead and to establish national and regional mechanisms for documenting violations,
while enhancing international cooperation to prevent perpetrators from escaping punishment.
key words: collection of the died, burial, armed conflict, international humanitarian law.
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