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Abstract: 
To be valid, the geopolitics of Energy has emerged as a significant area of study in recent 

years, as the global energy landscape under goes substantial changes. Additionally, this 

conceptual and theoretical framework provides insights into the interplay between states, 

international organizations, and energy resources, with a focus on the strategic, economic, and 

political dimensions. Besides, this abstract aims to provide a concise overview of the core ideas 

and perspectives underlying the study of geopolitics energy dynamics. It explores various 

theoretical frameworks including realism, liberalism, constructivism, and critical geopolitics, and 

this application to understand the complex interactions between energy producers, consumers, 

and transit state. 

Key words:  Geopolitics, Energy, Geopolitics Of Energy, Energy Security, Energy 

Interdependence.   

Introduction: 
 It is universally said that Energy security has emerged as a matter of global significance 

during recent years, encompassing vital concerns pertinent to both advanced and developing 

economies. It has assumed a prominent position on the agendas of nations undergoing 

international transformations. Also, the pursuit of energy resilience has now become a priority 

for states, holding immense significance for the security of nations, as observed within the 

international sphere of utmost eminence. Concurrently, there has been a consistent upsurge in the 

need for energy imports, particularly in light of evolving international dynamics and alterations 

in energy provisioning. Industrial technology, too, has played a role as a contributing factor. 

 

In recent years, the discourse surrounding energy security has extended beyond mere 

considerations of availability and access. It now encompasses a broader array of concerns, 

including environmental sustainability and the transition towards renewable energy sources. The 

imperative to mitigate climate change and reduce greenhouse gas emissions has catalyzed a shift 

towards cleaner and more sustainable energy systems. This transition poses both challenges and 

opportunities for nations worldwide, influencing their energy policies and strategies. The 

integration of renewable energy technology into national energy grids has become a focal point 

for many countries, aiming to enhance energy security while simultaneously addressing climate 

change concerns. 

Moreover, the geopolitical landscape has been significantly shaped by energy 

considerations, with energy security emerging as a pivotal factor in international relations. 

Energy-rich nations wield substantial influence on the global stage, leveraging their resources to 

forge strategic partnerships and alliances. The geopolitics of energy resources, particularly oil 

                                                 
* Corresponding Author  

mailto:imeneboudinar52@gmaile.com


Journal of legal and political thought  (ISSN:2588-1620) Volume 08 N° 02  (2024)    ( pp : 255- 255) 

"The Conceptual and Theoretical Framework of Geopolitics of Energy " 
 

255 
 

and gas, have often played a central role in shaping diplomatic relations and conflicts between 

nations. This intricate interplay between energy security and geopolitics underscores the intricate 

linkages between energy resources and international power dynamics. As nations navigate the 

complexities of the energy transition and seek to bolster their energy security, the geopolitical 

implications of energy policies and decisions remain a critical aspect of global governance and 

diplomacy. 

 

 Since the mid-20th century, energy has been a focal point of international conflicts, with 

attempts to assert control over its sources. It has been manipulated by powerful nations, driven 

by the desire to secure energy resources and subjecting regions rich in such resources to the 

influence of international forces. Moreover, the exports of energy commodities, namely oil and 

gas, serve as influential factors that shape and impact global economic dynamics. In addition, 

diverse policies have been implemented, spanning from competitive strategies to various means, 

sometimes even escalating to levels of violence and destruction, all in pursuit of acquiring global 

energy sources. The control and regulation of energy exports from producing nations to 

consuming nations have become paramount.  Furthermore, attaining energy security at a national 

level remains a critical endeavor for all countries, as it directly affects the vitality and stability of 

the global community, particularly in light of escalating rates of economic growth and 

expansion. 
 

 It is assumed that, the contemporary upheaval in global conflicts is intrinsically 

intertwined with the geopolitics of energy. Energy has evolved into the lifeblood of numerous 

nations, thus underscoring the criticality of research in this domain. Indeed, the energy dossier 

has historically served as a catalyst for economic momentum, exerting significant influence over 

state policies. Presently, the energy sector worldwide is experiencing profound transformations, 

driven by the escalating power dynamics, mounting pressures, and heightened concerns 

surrounding costs and uninterrupted supply, particularly within the shadows of societies. 

Consequently, securing energy needs has emerged as a primary impetus for many nations, 

thereby fueling conflicts across the globe. 

 

Research Problematic: 

   

 Hence, the study centers on the disparity and incongruity among experts in accurately 

defining and conceptualizing the notion of energy security. Multiple perspectives have been put 

forth, each originating from a distinct vantage point, thereby highlighting the significance of 

contextual factors in shaping their understanding. Furthermore, the research underscores the vital 

role of the energy variable and its position within international discourse, amplifying its 

significance as a key determinant in global affairs. For doing so, the study has opted to ask the 

following problematic: 

 To what extent do theories within the field of international relations contribute to 

our understanding of energy security, its drivers, and potential implications? 

Research Hypotheses:   

         Based on the research problem and as an initial answer to it, the following hypotheses 

can be presented:  

H1:the theories within the field of international relations have limited contribution for the  

understanding of geopolitics of energy and its security, its drivers, and potential implications. 
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H2: The theories within the field of international relations significantly had contributed to 

understand the meaning of the concept of geopolitics of energy, its drivers, and potential 

implications 

H3: the theories within the field of international relations play a substantial role in 

enhancing the understanding of geopolitics of energy, including the factors that drive it and the 

potential consequences it entails.  

Aim of the Research 

 The research will aim to examine and evaluate the extent to which these theories provide 

valuable insights and analytical frameworks for comprehending the complexities of energy 

security in the global context. 

Significance of the Research: 

 This research is significant as it aims to enrich our comprehension of energy security by 

exploring its purpose, the role it plays in shaping foreign policy decisions, and the theoretical 

lenses that inform its conceptualization. Gaining insights into the interplay between energy 

security and foreign policy will enhance our understanding of the complex dynamics driving 

global energy relations, potential conflicts, cooperative strategies, and the broader implications 

for international stability and economic development. 

Research Objectives: 

 Based on the previous proposition of the research problem, this study aims to achieve a 

set of objectives, the most important of which are: 

1-To critically analyze the objectives, and significance of geopolitics of energy within the 

broader context of national interests and global dynamics. 

2-To investigate the integration of energy security considerations within the foreign policy 

strategies and priorities of different countries. 

3-To examine the extent to which theories within the field of international relations 

contribute to  understand geopolitics of energy, its drivers, and potential implications. 

4-To identify and analyze the key theoretical frameworks within international relations that 

inform the conceptualization of geopolitics energy. 

5-To explore the role of power dynamics, cooperation, and normative influences in shaping 

the discourse surrounding energy security. 

To do so, the study has opted to chase this following plan: 

 

Introduction 

1-- Energy concept 

2- The most important sources and types of energy. 

3-Geopolitics of Energy Site in Foreign Policy of States 

4- Energy security perceptions in international relations theories. 

Conclusion  

 

1- Energy concept 

 A few decades ago, in the aftermath of the Second Operation War, the notion of energy 

security emerged as a pressing concern, recognized for its critical implications. Ensuring an 

adequate and reliable supply of energy resources, particularly oil, at prices conducive to meeting 

the requirements of an increasingly affluent consumer society became a paramount objective. 

The concept of energy security encompasses a reciprocal relationship between the supply and 

demand sides of the market, exemplifying their interdependence. This is exemplified by the 

shared aspiration of most nations and the desire for consumers to avoid political vulnerabilities 

associated with energy dependence. The mutual objective is to ensure a consistent and 

substantial supply of energy resources at fair and affordable prices. This objective is 



Journal of legal and political thought  (ISSN:2588-1620) Volume 08 N° 02  (2024)    ( pp : 255- 255) 

"The Conceptual and Theoretical Framework of Geopolitics of Energy " 
 

252 
 

encapsulated in the United Nations' 1999 adopted program, which defines energy security as the 

provision of diverse forms of power in adequate quantities and at reasonable prices
1
. 

 According to the perspective put forth by researchers Calais Y and Goldin in their 

specialized work on energy security, the concept entails the assurance of access to essential 

energy resources for the purpose of advancing national energy development. Additionally, it 

emphasizes the importance of ensuring the provision of oil and gas supplies at prices that are 

affordable, reliable, and diversified in nature. This understanding underscores the significance of 

securing energy resources and maintaining their accessibility in a manner that supports 

sustainable energy practices and broader socioeconomic goals
2
. 

 Energy security has undergone significant transformations, with its scope now extending 

to encompass secure transport operations. The international community, comprising both energy-

consuming and energy-importing nations, has been affected by various factors such as 

international oil and gas transfers, geopolitical considerations, and strategic disputes involving 

specific countries. These dynamics have resulted in the establishment of energy transmission 

networks and a growing recognition of the political and strategic dimensions of energy security, 

particularly in the aftermath of the October War in 1973. At its core, energy security is 

understood as the capacity to ensure an adequate and reliable supply of energy resources for 

importing nations.
3
 

  There exists a significant link between "energy security" and "development," as 

countries requiring increased energy supplies for economic and social progress recognize the 

crucial role energy plays in addressing societal challenges, particularly in alleviating poverty. 

With population growth and rising living standards, societies necessitate greater access to energy 

resources to combat the persistent issues associated with poverty. Energy security, therefore, 

becomes vital in meeting the growing energy demands of developing nations and enabling them 

to foster sustainable development, enhance living conditions, and uplift their populations from 

the burdens of poverty.
4
 

 The overarching influence of the general perception lies in its ability to motivate 

individuals, ensuring their security and fostering human progress. Over time, human 

understanding of the significance of energy has evolved, transitioning from the utilization of 

simple machines to the recognition of oil and gas as crucial energy sources. Central to this 

evolution is the management of energy supply, encompassing both domestic and foreign sources, 

as well as the establishment of dependable energy infrastructure and the capacity to satisfy 

present and future energy demands.
5
 

 The understanding of energy security encounters a notable divergence in definitions, 

despite the prevailing perception of a unified understanding. Numerous experts emphasize the 

absence of a clearly defined and universally accepted definition for energy security. This 

complexity arises from the multifaceted nature of the concept, which exhibits multiple 

dimensions and can be defined differently depending on the specific circumstances at hand. 

Interestingly, diverse stakeholders, including governments, international organizations, research 

institutions, and scholars, each propose their own interpretations and definitions of energy 

security. This disparity highlights the need for further exploration and consensus-building to 

establish a comprehensive and universally recognized understanding of energy security.
6
 

 

2- The most important sources and types of energy. 

 The rapid development of the industrial sector across nations has significantly heightened 

the significance of energy sources in various aspects. This has led to a fiercely competitive 

landscape as countries strive to gain control over energy sources, regardless of their geographical 

location. Particularly among advanced industrialized nations with high energy consumption, the 

competition for energy sources becomes more intense. These countries perceive themselves as 
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perpetually reliant on imported energy resources and, driven by the spirit of competitive 

ambition, endeavor to secure control over diverse forms of energy sources. This dynamic reflects 

the fierce global competition and strategic maneuvers undertaken by nations to ensure their 

energy security and maintain a competitive edge in the global arena.
7
 

2.1Traditional Energy 

 Traditional energy sources refer to those that have been historically relied upon and 

extensively utilized. These sources predominantly cater to the energy requirements of modern 

industrial societies and include coal, oil, gas, natural gas, and uranium. Conventional energy 

sources are considered finite and non-renewable, as their availability is limited and their 

extraction or utilization results in depletion over time. These energy sources can be categorized 

into four main types, namely coal, oil, gas, and nuclear (uranium-based). The increasing demand 

for energy necessitates the exploration and diversification of alternative and renewable energy 

sources to ensure long-term sustainability and reduce reliance on depletable traditional sources.
8
 

A-Oil 

 Energy geography policy can be considered synonymous with oil geography policy, as oil 

is extensively traded globally. Additionally, there is a growing demand for natural gas 

worldwide, particularly as a high-quality fuel. Since the advent of the industrial revolution, the 

global energy requirements have doubled, primarily driven by the utilization of coal, oil, and 

natural gas. Oil, in particular, holds immense significance as a key energy source. 

 Oil extraction involves the retrieval of a mixture of various substances, and its 

composition can vary in quality from one location to another. It typically contains a notable 

amount of carbon. To meet the demand, oil is transported from extraction sites to factories and 

cities where it is utilized for various purposes. The transportation of oil plays a crucial role in 

ensuring its availability for industrial and urban consumption.
9
 

B-Petroleum 

 The discovery of petroleum traces back to 1859 when the first successful oil well, known 

as the Petrelli well, was drilled in Pennsylvania, United States. Edwin Drake, an American, 

played a crucial role in developing the utilization of petroleum following the invention of the 

internal combustion engine in 1908. This development was so significant that petroleum was 

often referred to as the lifeblood of modern society. 

 Petroleum is a dark-colored liquid that comprises hundreds of chemical compounds. 

These compounds include gases like butane, liquids like gasoline, and solids. The composition of 

petroleum is complex and diverse, encompassing various hydrocarbons and other substances. Its 

versatility and wide range of applications make it a valuable resource for numerous industries, 

including transportation, manufacturing, and energy production.
10

 

C-Uranium 

 

 Uranium, was discovered in 1789 by the German chemist Martin Heinrich Klaproth, who 

named it after the planet Uranus. Uranium is a naturally occurring chemical element with an 

atomic number of 92, indicating the presence of 92 protons and 92 electrons. It is known for its 

radioactive properties, undergoing decay over time. It emits radiation as part of this decay 

process and can transform into other elements. The half-life of uranium, the time it takes for half 

of a given quantity of uranium to decay, is approximately 4.47 billion years.
11

 

D-Natural Gas 

 Pure natural gas, in its natural state, is colorless and odorless. However, for safety 

purposes, an organic compound with a distinct odor, typically ethanethiol or mercaptan, is added 

to natural gas before distribution. This odorant serves as a warning sign in case of gas leaks, as it 

makes the otherwise odorless gas detectable by smell. Natural gas primarily consists of 

hydrocarbons, similar to those found in petroleum. It typically contains methane as the main 
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component, along with smaller amounts of other hydrocarbons such as ethane, propane, and 

butane. These organic compounds make up the organic composition of natural gas. Natural gas is 

considered a versatile and clean-burning fuel. It is commonly used for various purposes, 

including heating, cooking, and electricity generation. The addition of the odorant ensures that 

any potential leaks can be detected and addressed promptly for safety reasons.
12

 

 Natural gas holds significant importance in the global energy landscape, ranking as the 

second most important energy source after oil. It constitutes approximately 23% of the world's 

energy sources. Its role in meeting energy demands has become increasingly vital, to the extent 

that Gerwin Van De Vere, the president of Shell Oil Company, has referred to the twenty-first 

century as the "gas era." The abundance and accessibility of natural gas have led to intense 

competition among states and regions to secure access to this valuable resource. Access to major 

markets and the development of infrastructure to transport natural gas to those markets are 

crucial aspects of this power struggle, as countries strive to maximize their potential benefits and 

influence.  

 The geopolitical dynamics surrounding natural gas differ from those related to 

international labor division and the assertion of influence in the working arena. The strategic 

positioning and control of natural gas resources and supply networks play a significant role in 

shaping geopolitical relationships between nations and exerting influence on the global stage.
13

 

2.2 – Renewable Energy 

 The utilization of fossil fuel resources, given their finite nature and the associated 

concerns regarding permafrost and contamination, has increasingly highlighted the imperative 

for transitioning towards renewable energy sources. The prominent alternatives to fossil fuels 

encompass: 

A-Solar Energy 

 The sun's radiant energy, encompassing both light and heat, has long been recognized as 

a valuable resource that humankind has successfully harnessed. Throughout history, various 

evolving technologies have been employed to harness this energy from the sun. The intensity of 

sunlight reaching the Earth's surface amounts to approximately 36.1 kilowatts per square meter, 

with roughly half of it being in the form of visible light. The vastness of space allows for ample 

sunlight, with around 15% being reflected back into space and the remaining 35% being 

absorbed by the atmosphere. Sunlight interacts with Earth's topography and soil, which possess 

notable characteristics such as abundance and ease of conversion into other forms of energy. 

This versatility makes solar energy a multi-purpose resource, particularly as a clean and non-

polluting energy source.
14

 

B- Wind Energy 

 Wind energy has a rich history as one of the oldest sources of power. Initially, its 

regenerative potential was recognized in applications such as shipping and pumping. However, 

the concept of utilizing wind energy for electricity generation faced numerous challenges. The 

advent of windmills marked a significant milestone in this regard, as they enabled the conversion 

of wind power into mechanical energy to operate pumps, grind grains, and perform other tasks. 

Denmark, in particular, played a pioneering role in the development of windmill technology for 

power generation. Danish professor Poul la Cour emerged as a leading figure in windmill power 

generation research. By the late 19th century, Denmark had an estimated 30 windmills employed 

in agriculture and industry, collectively producing roughly 200 megawatts of electricity. These 

windmills contributed to enhancing communication infrastructure and ultimately paved the way 

for the conversion of wind energy into electric power.
15
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C-Nuclear Energy 

 Nuclear energy relies on the utilization of uranium ore, a metal known for its radioactive 

properties. Uranium is naturally present in varying concentrations in rocks and seawater, making 

it the third most abundant element in the Earth's crust. To transform uranium ore into nuclear 

fuel for use in reactors, it undergoes a series of manufacturing stages.  Also, the process 

begins with the extraction of the ore from mines, followed by subsequent steps such as crushing, 

grinding, and refining to eliminate impurities. These processes contribute to the overall 

manufacturing of uranium fuel. Thus, several countries are notable for their uranium ore 

reserves, with Kazakhstan, Canada, and Australia being prominent examples. Combined, these 

three countries account for approximately two-thirds of the global uranium production. Besides, 

it is important to note that the extraction and use of uranium for nuclear energy require careful 

handling and adherence to stringent safety measures due to its radioactive nature.
16

 

D- Water Energy  

 Tidal energy is a form of renewable energy generated by harnessing the power of ocean 

tides. It is considered one of the most cost-effective energy resources. However, its utilization is 

contingent upon specific natural conditions, including the presence of significant tidal flows and 

the appropriate quantity of water movement, as well as favorable climatic and geographical 

factors. These conditions need to be present for tidal energy to be effectively harnessed. Also, 

one of the challenges associated with tidal energy is that the majority of the world's significant 

tidal energy reserves are often located in distant countries. This geographical limitation makes it 

challenging to establish a reliable supply of tidal power in regions that lack access to these 

resources. Furthermore, many countries with substantial tidal energy potential also possess a 

significant industrial base. This presents an opportunity for them to invest in the development 

and implementation of tidal energy technologies, which can contribute to their energy security 

and sustainable development goals. Overall, while tidal energy holds great promise as a 

renewable energy source, its widespread adoption is contingent upon favorable natural 

conditions and appropriate investments in infrastructure and technology.
17

 

3-Energy Security Site in Foreign Policy of States 

 Energy security has gained significant attention in the foreign policy agendas of nations, 

particularly those reliant on energy imports. In March 2001, former US President George W. 

Bush emphasized the need for energy security to be a top priority in American foreign policy. 

This sentiment has been echoed by senior officials in major industrialized countries, including 

the European Union, Russia, and China. Also, this shared perspective underscores the 

recognition of the criticality of energy issues and the profound impact of resource availability on 

the foreign policy decisions of states. Energy resources have increasingly become a focal point 

of conflicts and wars throughout human history.
18

 

 In the realm of foreign policy, as articulated by Fadil Zaki Muhammad, it encompasses 

the strategic framework guiding a nation's interactions with other states on the international 

stage. Given the paramount significance of energy, particularly oil and gas resources, in foreign 

policy, countries have naturally shaped their diplomatic approaches around energy imports. The 

primary objective is to secure access to high-quality energy sources at affordable prices, a pursuit 

shared by industrialized nations. In addition,  energy consumption and foreign policy intertwine 

through four key principles: the diversification of energy resources, the diversification of energy 

suppliers, the promotion of energy efficiency, and the pursuit of competitive energy prices. 

These principles inform strategic decisions aimed at reducing dependence on oil from the Middle 

East while exploring alternative energy sources and seeking favorable pricing arrangements.
19

 

 The control and access to energy sources, specifically oil and natural gas, involve diverse 

and varied means. The pursuit of these resources motivates both consuming countries seeking to 

secure their supply and producing states aiming to exert influence. Energy sources, particularly 
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oil, hold immense significance in international politics and are considered a critical asset for 

maintaining national security, a concern recognized by the international community. Moreover, 

in the post-Cold War era, the study of international politics has prominently featured the analysis 

of energy dynamics. Scholars specializing in this field have emerged as leading experts, 

examining the intricate relationships and power dynamics associated with energy resources on 

the global stage. Their contributions have deepened our understanding of the complex interplay 

between states, economies, and security in the context of international energy politics.
20

 

4- Energy security perceptions in international relations theories. 

 Energy resources have become intricately intertwined with the national interests of 

countries, as they play a pivotal role in economic development and stability. The significance of 

energy extends beyond domestic concerns and is inherently integrated into international 

strategies. Moreover, energy implicitly permeates theories of international relations, influencing 

the dynamics and interactions between states. Thus, the availability, accessibility, and control of 

energy resources have a profound impact on a nation's economic well-being, industrial 

competitiveness, and overall prosperity. As a result, securing reliable energy sources and 

maintaining energy security have become major components of national interest and foreign 

policy. Also, within the realm of international relations, energy factors into the calculations and 

strategies of states. It intersects with various aspects, including economic diplomacy, geopolitical 

considerations, resource competition, and energy alliances. Theories of international relations 

implicitly recognize the importance of energy in shaping the behavior of states, their 

relationships, and the global balance of power. In essence, energy's connection to national 

interests and its incorporation into international strategies is evident, and its influence is implicit 

in the theories that underpin the study of international relations. 

A- Geopolitics of energy from the Realistic perspective 

 To start with, this perspective acknowledges the primary role of the state as the 

fundamental unit of analysis, focusing on security primarily in its military dimension. However, 

it recognizes that security extends beyond traditional notions of military defense, encompassing 

economic factors that significantly shape top-level politics. Notably, in the context of energy, 

particularly oil, scholars like Richard Yoo Melan and Jessica Mateos have contributed to the 

understanding of security by expanding its concept to include economic and political 

dimensions. After that, their work highlights the interdependencies between economics, energy 

resources, and national security. Specifically, they explore the intricate connections between 

economic factors, such as oil dependence and economic interdependence, and their implications 

for a nation's security. Additionally, by considering the economic and political dimensions of 

energy security, these scholars shed light on the complex dynamics at play and offer valuable 

insights for policymakers and those well-versed in national affairs.
21

 

B- Geopolitics of Energy from the liberal perspective  

 To be valid, in the post-Cold War era, scholars such as Robert Cohen and Joseph Nye 

introduced the concept of interdependence, which fostered cooperative measures, resource 

distribution, and financial availability among international actors. Also, energy security emerged 

as a significant aspect within this framework, as mutual dependence on energy resources became 

apparent. The sharing of available resources was seen as a means to establish peaceful relations 

among nations and create productive and stable relationships. Given that many major 

industrialized countries are unable to solely rely on domestic oil production to meet their energy 

needs, their security and energy policies are geared towards ensuring the uninterrupted flow of 

oil from oil-producing regions. Moreover, this perspective underscores the importance of 

economic interdependence and the role of energy security in shaping international relations, with 

the aim of fostering cooperation and stability among nations.
22
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 Besides, the concept of soft power refers to the capacity of a state to achieve its 

objectives by influencing others through non-coercive means. In an extended sense, this concept 

highlights a state's ability to leverage its resources, particularly energy exports, in pursuit of its 

goals. This influence is clearly manifested in the parameters of the foreign policies adopted by 

states that possess and utilize such resources.
23

 

C-Geopolitics of Energy from the Strategic perspective  

 Energy sources, particularly oil, have emerged as highly contentious resources that often 

serve as triggers for interstate conflicts. Energy has become a strategic and pivotal issue for 

industrialized societies, as it is indispensable and irreplaceable. Consequently, any approach 

aimed at addressing energy security concerns, even non-military alternatives, marks the initial 

stages of strategic deliberation in this domain. 

 During the First World War, Winston Churchill was among the first to introduce the 

concept of energy security. He emphasized the importance of diversifying energy sources, types, 

producers, and exporters, with a particular focus on countries reliant on energy imports and 

consumption. Churchill advocated for the substitution of locally produced coal with imported oil, 

recognizing the strategic significance of this shift in the realm of energy affairs, as highlighted 

by the Brosman energy issue.
24

 Moreover, the Second World War served as a significant testament to the criticality of 

energy security, particularly in relation to oil and its supplies. During this period, the 

indispensability of various fuels for military operations became even more apparent. The primary 

objective of all nations involved in the conflict was to secure adequate energy resources to 

sustain their war efforts. Additionally, the importance of energy security was further underscored 

by the events that followed the 1973 war, which led to disruptions in energy supplies and 

significant fluctuations in oil prices. This crisis arose due to the withholding of oil supply to the 

United States of America as a result of Israel's imperial policies. It represented a notable 

precedent where Arab states utilized economic leverage to exert pressure and advance their 

geopolitical positions.
25

 Besides, the end of the Cold War marked a significant turning point in international 

affairs, leading to a shift towards an economic-centric approach and a diminished emphasis on 

military factors. This transition gave rise to new global concerns, with energy security emerging 

as a prominent issue in achieving global stability and facing the challenges of warfare. 

Furthermore, the events of September 11, 2001, highlighted the impact of terrorist organizations 

on the oil sector, necessitating the development of robust strategies to safeguard energy security. 

This included the deployment of military interventions to protect critical energy sources, to 

remain true global developments and events, confirm the strategic vision of global energy 

security.
26

Conclusion  

  To conclude, the concept of geopolitics of energy undergoes various transformations, 

encompassing multiple and diverse dimensions, particularly due to the imperative for states to 

ensure their energy supply. It represents a fundamental concern for attaining a position of 

influence in the global arena. While definitions of energy security may differ and vary, three key 

elements are commonly shared across all definitions: access to energy resources, guaranteeing 

the uninterrupted flow of energy, and ensuring the equitable distribution of benefits. 

 Energy has historically served as the primary driving force behind economic progress, 

and its significance continues to be paramount for all nations. The global energy agenda has 

attained a prominent position in politics, owing to its crucial role in the economic and social 

development of countries, coupled with the escalating global energy demand witnessed towards 

the end of the twentieth century. 
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In the contemporary landscape, the diversification of energy sources has emerged as a 

strategic imperative for nations aiming to bolster their energy security. The shift towards 

renewable energy alternatives such as solar, wind, and hydroelectric power represents a 

paradigmatic evolution in the global energy matrix. This transition not only mitigates the risks 

associated with overreliance on finite fossil fuel reservoirs but also aligns with broader 

sustainability objectives, fostering a more environmentally conscious approach to energy 

production and consumption. 

Moreover, the interplay between energy security and national security is increasingly 

intertwined, with vulnerabilities in energy supply chains posing significant risks to a nation's 

overall stability and resilience. Recognizing this intrinsic connection, governments worldwide 

are placing greater emphasis on fortifying their energy infrastructures against potential 

disruptions, whether stemming from geopolitical tensions, natural disasters, or cyber threats. The 

integration of advanced technologies and robust contingency planning has become paramount in 

safeguarding against these vulnerabilities and ensuring uninterrupted access to energy resources. 

Additionally, the quest for energy security is intricately linked to efforts aimed at achieving 

global energy governance frameworks that promote cooperation, transparency, and mutual 

benefit among nations. Collaborative initiatives such as international energy partnerships, 

multilateral agreements, and shared research and development endeavors are pivotal in fostering 

a more stable and sustainable global energy landscape. By fostering dialogue and coordination 

on energy-related issues, nations can collectively address challenges such as energy access 

disparities, climate change mitigation, and the equitable distribution of energy resources, thereby 

advancing shared objectives for a secure and sustainable energy future. 

 Given the indispensability of external resources to ensure energy security, the energy 

factor has become a key determinant of the foreign policies pursued by all nations. Oil and 

natural gas, being the primary sources of energy for a majority of countries worldwide in the 

absence of viable alternatives, have engendered intense international competition among major 

industrialized nations to attain energy security as a vital lifeline for their respective economies. 

Results and recommendations  

1-Geopolitical Competition: The geopolitics of energy often leads to competition and 

rivalries among nations for access to, control over, and influence in key energy-producing 

regions. This competition can shape regional dynamics and global power balances. 

2-Energy Interdependence: The interdependence of energy resources creates complex 

relationships between energy-producing and energy-consuming nations. Energy-importing 

countries often seek to diversify their energy sources and supply routes to mitigate risks and 

enhance their energy security. 

3-Resource Nationalism: The geopolitics of energy can fuel resource nationalism, where 

countries assert greater control over their energy resources and enact policies to protect and 

maximize their national interests. This can lead to tensions and disputes over resource ownership 

and distribution. 

4-Energy-Climate Nexus: The growing recognition of environmental concerns and the 

need to address climate change have influenced the geopolitics of energy. Efforts to transition to 

cleaner and renewable energy sources are reshaping global energy dynamics and geopolitical 

considerations. 

5-Diversification of Energy Sources: Countries should strive to diversify their energy 

sources to reduce dependence on a single energy resource or region. This includes investing in 

renewable energy, promoting energy efficiency, and exploring alternative sources such as 

nuclear, wind, solar, and hydroelectric power. 
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6-Energy Cooperation and Diplomacy: Encouraging international cooperation and dialogue 

among energy-producing and consuming nations can help mitigate conflicts and foster stability 

in the energy sector. This includes energy partnerships, resource-sharing agreements, and 

collaborative initiatives for energy infrastructure development. 

7-Energy Security Planning: Countries should develop comprehensive energy security 

strategies that encompass various dimensions, including diversification of energy sources, 

enhancing domestic energy production, improving energy infrastructure, and promoting energy 

conservation and efficiency measures. 

8-Environmental Considerations: Recognizing the energy-climate nexus, policymakers 

should prioritize sustainable and low-carbon energy solutions. Transitioning to cleaner energy 

sources and reducing carbon emissions can contribute to both energy security and environmental 

goals. 

9-Multilateral Engagement: Engaging in multilateral frameworks and organizations such as 

the International Energy Agency (IEA), OPEC, G20, and United Nations bodies can facilitate 

dialogue, cooperation, and coordination on energy-related issues at the global level. 

10-It's important to note that specific recommendations may vary depending on regional 

dynamics, national priorities, and the evolving energy landscape. 
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 9ص 43اٌعذد 
23

 ِزجع طاتك، اٌٌٍٛذ اتٛ حٍٕفح 
24

ٚاٌرحذٌاخ، ِذوزج ِاجظرٍز فً  الأتعادٚرٚتً"، دراطح فً الأ ٌلإذحاداٌطالٛي  الأِٓعثذ اٌجًٍٍ تعاطٛ:"ر٘اْ  

 2،ص 2010 -2008شائز اٌعٍَٛ اٌظٍاطٍح ٚاٌعاٌماخ اٌذٌٍٚح، جاِعح اٌج 24
25

 10ص ٔفض اٌّزجع، عثذ اٌجًٍٍ تعاطٛ، 
26

جٌٍٍٛح 3اٌذٌّمزاطً اٌعزتً، ِزوشاٌٛطًٕ اٌجشائزي"،  الأِٓصثزٌٕح ِشٌأً، ِشىٍح آِ اٌطالح ٚذأشٍز٘ا عٍى  
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