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Abstract:

The polar regions are among the most environmentally fragile areas in the world, given their rapid
susceptibility to climate change. International concern for their protection has increased due to the
growing human activity in these regions, which represent fertile grounds for scientific research,
exploration, and the search for natural resources. International law has sought to establish legal
frameworks to safeguard these regions from excessive human exploitation and pollution. Among
the most significant international agreements in this regard are the 1959 Antarctic Treaty and the
1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), in addition to various
multilateral environmental agreements. However, these instruments remain insufficient to address
the emerging environmental threats in these regions, such as ice melting caused by global
warming, as well as marine pollution resulting from the increasing presence of vessels in these
areas for scientific, economic, tourist, or commercial purposes.
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