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Abstract:

This research aims to study the institutional role of the Juvenile Welfare Council in Iraq,
focusing on its establishment, legal nature, composition, and competences, with the purpose of
assessing the extent to which it aligns with international, Arab, and Islamic standards of juvenile
justice. The research problem lies in the gap between the legal provisions that granted the
Council broad powers and the practical reality that revealed weaknesses in enforcement
mechanisms, oversight, and institutional coordination. The study adopts an analytical—
comparative methodology, by examining national legal texts and comparing them with
international and regional instruments, supported by books, academic studies, and official
reports. The findings indicate that the Council is consistent in principle with international and
regional references, yet it lacks independent executive and supervisory mechanisms that limit its
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effectiveness. The recommendations emphasize the need to strengthen the Council’s
independence, broaden its representation, activate institutional oversight, integrate it into Arab
and Islamic action plans, and draw upon international experiences to ensure juvenile protection
and the realization of the child’s best interests in Iraq.

Key words: Juvenile Welfare Council, juvenile justice policy, child protection, international
and regional instruments, best interests of the child.
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