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Abstract:

This article aims to analyze the newly introduced powers granted to the Public Prosecution
under the Algerian Code of Criminal Procedure No. 25/14, and to assess their role in reshaping
the position of the Public Prosecution within the criminal justice system. This legislative reform
was enacted in response to the increasing complexity of criminal phenomena, particularly
economic and organized crimes, which required expanding prosecutorial powers and
equipping them with more effective legal tools while maintaining the guarantees of a fair trial.

The study raises a central question as to whether these newly conferred powers constitute a
qualitative shift in the role of the Public Prosecution from a traditional accusatory body to a
key and active actor in the formulation and implementation of criminal policy. To address this
issue, the article adopts an analytical approach and is structured around two main axes. The
first examines the new powers exercised by the Public Prosecution with respect to natural
persons, notably its authority to impose precautionary measures such as freezing and seizing
assets derived from specifically enumerated crimes, as well as the introduction of alternative
mechanisms to criminal prosecution, including formal warnings, immediate appearance based
on prior admission of guilt, and the use of qualified experts in technically complex offenses.
These mechanisms contribute to procedural simplification, expedited justice, and
rationalization of public prosecution.

The second axis focuses on the newly established powers concerning legal persons, particularly
the mechanism for deferring criminal prosecution as an alternative to initiating public action.
This mechanism aims primarily at recovering illicit proceeds and ensuring economic
efficiency, subject to strict legal conditions and limitations designed to safeguard the public
interest.

The article concludes that Code No. 25/14 has brought about a structural transformation in the
function of the Public Prosecution, strengthening its preventive and corrective role and
reflecting a modern orientation of criminal policy that seeks to strike a balance between the
effectiveness of criminal prosecution and the protection of fundamental rights and freedoms.

Key words: Public Prosecution, Newly Introduced Powers, Code of Criminal Procedure No.
25/14, Criminal Policy, Legal Persons.
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