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Reconciling the requirements of protecting the national economy
with respect for the guarantees of a fair trial in customs offences
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Abstract:

The process of achieving a balance between the requirements of protecting the national
economy and the vital interests of the Algerian state against customs crimes and respecting the
requirements of a fair trial for the perpetrators of these crimes is considered a difficult equation to
solve, given the state's efforts to protect its financial and economic interests through its
administrative bodies represented by the customs administration, to which the legislator has
granted broad legal mechanisms to exercise its powers, particularly the power of investigation.
This would undermine the principles of a fair trial for the accused in a customs crime, particularly
those related to the violation of individuals' rights and freedoms. The unbalanced application of
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the broad powers of the customs administration in exchange for the guarantees granted to the
accused would undermine the rights of the litigants. Therefore, a balance must be established
between the demands for efficiency in combating customs crime and the protection and
preservation of the rights and freedoms of the accused in order to achieve full protection of the
interests of both parties.
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