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The Public Prosecution’s Authority in Determining the Course of
Public Action under the Reforms Introduced by Law 25/14
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Abstract:

The public prosecution constitutes the legal mechanism through which the Algerian legislator
empowered the Public Prosecution Office to implement the State’s criminal policy and ensure criminal
deterrence, pursuant to Criminal Procedure Law No. 14/25 regulating its procedures. This law expanded
the powers of the Public Prosecution Office in determining the fate of public prosecution through
mechanisms aimed at adapting criminal proceedings, whether by initiating and conducting them or by
deciding not to proceed. It also introduced new procedures intended to accelerate criminal proceedings
and allow the accused to benefit from mitigating circumstances, while granting the Public Prosecutor
broad powers, including the adoption of precautionary measures to ensure the effectiveness of
investigations. Furthermore, the law established alternatives to public prosecution based on restorative
justice, through damage reparation and the achievement of balance between societal interests and the
rights of the parties.
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