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Abstract:

This research aims to analyze the nature of the victim’s status within criminal proceedings by
tracing its concept and terminology in criminal legislation and special laws. The central issue raised
concerns defining the legal nature of the victim’s capacity in the criminal dispute, whether the victim
is an individual or a legal entity. The study seeks to show that the Algerian legislator has granted the
victim a prominent role by allowing them to initiate public action, establish themselves as a civil party,
and participate in the proceedings. However, the dual objectives of the action—between seeking
compensation and contributing to uncovering the truth—have rendered the victim’s position
ambiguous, necessitating a clearer determination of the nature of this role, which remains uncertain
Key words: Victim, accessory civil claim, legal standing, ambiguity
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