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Abstract:

Abstract This study addresses the right of the child to social care in ]
from the perspective of alignment between national legislation

relevant international standards, particularly the Convention on

Rights of the Child and the Guidelines for the Alternative Care
Children. It aims to analyze the extent to which the Iragi Constitut
and applicable laws—especially the Social Care Law, the So
Protection Law, and sectoral legislation—conform to those standa
using a comparative analytical methodology that combines legal
analysis with an assessment of institutional implementation. The findj
reveal constitutional recognition and legislative progress, yet still fall st
of international benchmarks due to fragmentation in the legal framews
weak referral mechanisms and inter-agency coordination, and persisi
data gaps. The study further observes the predominance of institutic
care over family-based alternatives and disparities in implementat
capacity across regions and governorates, alongside a partial impac
international obligations resulting from the absence of a comprehen:
national strategy. The paper concludes with a set of recommendati
aimed at reinforcing the best interests of the child as a governing stand:
expanding family-based alternatives, improving case management

data governance, and ensuring legislative harmonization v
international standards in a manner that strengthens comprehensive c.
protection and enhances the quality of the national response Keywo1
Right of the child,

conventions, best interests of the child, alternative care.

social care, Iraqi legislation, internatic
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