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Abstract:

This study explores the manifestations of the state-building crisis in Iraq following the 2003
regime change, focusing on the constitutional, institutional, and political challenges that have
hindered the establishment of a modern democratic civil state. Despite the adoption of the
2005 Constitution, Iraq has faced persistent dysfunctions, including the failure to activate the
Federation Council, the imbalance between legislative powers, and an electoral system that
favors dominant political blocs at the expense of inclusive representation. Furthermore, the
entrenchment of ethno-sectarian power-sharing (consociationalism) has weakened state
institutions and undermined national cohesion. The study argues that overcoming these
obstacles requires comprehensive constitutional reforms, the adoption of a majoritarian
government model, and the development of an equitable electoral framework. Using a
descriptive-analytical methodology, supported by comparative insights, the paper seeks to
offer realistic recommendations to support the reconstruction of state legitimacy and
democratic governance in Iraq

Keywords: State-building, Irag, 2005 Constitution, Electoral System, Consociationalism,
Reform, Majority Government
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