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Abstract:

This article explores the role of human dignity in the case law of the Inter-American Court of
Human Rights, highlighting how the Court has invoked this principle to uphold legal personality,
ensure the right to a dignified life, and expose violations committed by authoritarian regimes. It
examines judicial decisions that reflect the Court’s commitment to protecting vulnerable
groups—including children, women, migrants, and Indigenous peoples—by imposing positive
obligations on states. The article demonstrates how the Court has broadened the traditional
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framework of human rights, making dignity a normative tool central to the interpretation and
application of the American Convention on Human Rights.

Keywords: Human dignity, Human rights, Inter-American Court of Human Rights, Legal
personality, dignified life.
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